Germany Opposed to Intervention
twelve days before the Sarajevo tragedy. Looking back
on the events of 1908-9, he prophesied quite clearly
that in the event of a fresh Balkan crisis Russia would
no longer be disposed to let Austria have a free hand;
"and one could scarcely blame her for it," he
added.(23)
So it is not surprising that when the fresh crisis
occurred on June 28th, the two Imperial Governments
should at once have clearly foreseen the risk of a general
war, which had in fact never been absent from their
minds; for they had never believed in the value of their
own thesis. Berchtold did not believe in localization, for
as early as July I3th he recommended the Austrian
diplomatic representatives not only in Serbia and
Montenegro but also in Russia to take steps to secure
the safety of their archives.(24) Nor did William II
himself believe in it; as early as July I9th, while he
was on his cruise, he insisted that the great German
steamship companies should be informed of the dis-
patch of the ultimatum, and that "in view of the con-
sequences, which it is impossible to foresee and which
may materialize very rapidly," they should be put in
a position "to have time to take the necessary steps
and give orders to steamers which may be in foreign
waters."(25) These instructions were executed the
next day.
Another proof that William II did not believe in
localization is that, as early as July 20th, he gave orders
that the German fleet (then on manoeuvres) was to be
"kept concentrated until July 25th" (the date of the
expiration of the time-limit granted Serbia for her
reply) "so that it may be in a position immediately to
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